REMARKS 

Gaims 1-30 are pending. Applicants provide herewith copies of deposit receipts for VKPM 
B-8066, 8067, 8124, 8125, and 8126 and have amended the specification to recite specific deposit 
dates. This preliminary is being filed along with the original specification and claims and should be 
considered part of the original disclosure. An oath/declaration referring to this preliminary 
amendment will be filed in due course. Applicants now respectfully request early examination on 
the merits. 
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Preliminary Amendment Filed Herewith | 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Replace the paragraph beginning on page 35, line 16, of the specification with the 

M following paragraph: 

□ 

Q --The strain VL2054 has been deposited in the Russian National Collection of Industrial 

y Microorganisms (VKPM) (Russia 1 13545, Moscow, 1 Dorozhny proezd, 1) on January 30, 2001 

... 

k q under accession number VKPM B-8067, and transferred from the original deposit to 
* a international deposit based on the Budapest Treaty on February 1. 2002 , ~ 
pj{ Replace the paragraph beginning on page 37, line 9, of the specification with the 

following paragraph: 

J:j -The valine producing strain H-8 1 was transformed by the plasmid pYGAZH [carried] 

carrying the b2682 and b2683 genes under the control of the Pi ac UV5 promoter. The strain H-81 
has been deposited in the Russian National Collection of Industrial Microorganisms (VKPM) 
(Russia 1 13545, Moscow, 1 Dorozhny proezd, 1) on January 30, 2001 under accession number 
VKPM B-8066, and transferred from the original deposit to international deposit based on the 
Budapest Treaty on February 1. 2002 . - 

Replace the paragraph beginning on page 43, line 21, of the specification with the 
following paragraph: 

-The strain E. coli 505 has been deposited in the Russian National Collection of 
Industrial Microorganisms (VKPM) (Russia 1 13545, Moscow, 1 Dorozhny proezd, 1) on May 
14, 2001 under accession number VKPM B- 8124, and transferred from the original deposit to 
international deposit based on the Budapest Treaty on February K 2002 . — 
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Replace the paragraph beginning on page 46, line 24, of the specification with the 
following paragraph: 

-The strain 218 has been deposited in the Russian National Collection of Industrial 
Microorganisms (VKPM) (Russia 113545, Moscow L Dorozhnv proezd, 1) under the accession 
number VKPM B-8125 since May 14, 2001, and transferred from the original deposit to 
international deposit based on the Budapest Treaty on February 1, 2002 . - 

Replace the paragraph beginning on page 47, line 1 1, of the specification with the 
following paragraph: 

-The strain E. coli 73 has been deposited in the Russian National Collection of Industrial 
Microorganisms (VKPM) (Russia 1 13545 Moscow 1 Dorozhny proezd, 1) on May 14, 2001 
under accession number VKPM B-8126, and transferred from the original deposit to 
international deposit based on the Budapest Treaty on February L 2002 . - 

On page 56 of the specification, after Table 11, please insert: 
— Modifications and other embodiments 

Various modifications and variations of the described products, compositions and methods 
as well as the concept of the invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art without departing 
from the scope and spirit of the invention. Although the invention has been described in 
connection with specific preferred embodiments, it should be understood that the invention as 
claimed is not intended to be limited to such specific embodiments. Various modifications of the 
described modes for carrying out the invention which are obvious to those skilled in the 
biochemical, chemical, chemical engineering, molecular biological, medical, or pharmacological arts 
or related fields are intended to be within the scope of the following claims. 
Incorporation by Reference 

Each document, patent application or patent publication cited by or referred to in this 
disclosure is incorporated by reference in its entirety. Any patent document to which this 
application claims priority is also incorporated by reference in its entirety. Specifically, priority 
documents Russian Patent Application No. 2001103865, filed February 13, 2001; Russian Patent 
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Application No. 2001104998, filed February 26, 2001; Russian Patent Application No. 2001104999, 
filed February 26, 2001; Russian Patent Application 2001117632, filed June 28, 2001; and Russian 
Patent Application No. 2001117633, filed June 28, 2001 are hereby incorporated by reference.-- 
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Appendix 3 
page 14 

Budapest treaty on the international 
recognition of the deposit of microorganism* 
for the purposes of patent procedure 

INTERNATIONAL FORM 
receipt In the Ca*e of an original deposit 
issued pursuant to Rule 7.1 by the 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 
Identified at the bottom of this page 



L IDENTIFICATION OF THE MICROORGANISM 



identification referent* given by the Accession number given by the 

DEPOSITOR INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY- 

AUTHORITY: 

Escherichia coli H-81 B-8066 
ILSC1ENTJFIC DESCRIPTION AND/OR PROPOSED T AXONOMIC DESIGNATION 



The microorganism identified under I above waj accompanied by; 

_x_ a scientific description producer of L-vnline 

a proposed tayonomic denlgnatlou 

(Mark with a crow where applicable) 

IIL RECEIPT AND ACCEPTANCE " 

Thlj International Depository Authority accepts the microorganism identified under I above, 

t 

Which was received by it On 30.01.01 (date of original deposit) 

IV. RECEIPT OF REQUEST FOR CONVERSION 

The microorganism identified under I above was received by th!$ International Depositary 
Authority 

on 30.01.01 (date of original deposit) and a request to convert the 

original deposit to a deposit under the Budapest Treaty Was received by xt on 
01/02/03 . (date of receipt of request for conversion) 

V. INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY ~~ ~ 



Name; Russian National Collection Signature (s) of personts) ha^ 

Of Industrial Microorganism* (VKPM) power to represent the ' 

Depositary 

GosNHgenetika Authority or authorized official^): 

Address; Russia 113$4S Moscow Date; Sineoky S.P. 

1 Dor02hny proexd 1 OS/02/02 
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Ajinomoto Co.* Inc 
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Budapest treaty on chc international 
recognition of the deposit of microorganisms 
for the purposes or patent procedy re 

INTERNATIONAL FORM 
receipt in the case of an original deposit 
issued pursuant to Rule 7.1 by the 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 
Identified ftt the bottom of this page 



I. IDENTIFICATION OF THE MICROORGANISM 



Identification reference given by the 
DEPOSITOR 

Escherichia colS VL20S4 



Accession number givisn by the 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY- 
AUTHORITY: 
B-S067 



UNSCIENTIFIC DESCRIPTION AND/OR PROPOSED TAXONOMIC DESIGNATION 



The microorganism Identified under I above was accompanied by: 



K_ a scientific description 

m a proposed taxonomic designation 

(Mark with a cross where applicable) 



producer of L-thrconin* 
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1IL RECEIPT AND ACCEPTANCE 



This International Depositary Authority accepts the microorganism identified under 1 above, 



which Was received by 2i on 30-01-01 



(date of original deposit) 



IV. RECEIPT OP REQUEST FOR CONVERSION 



The mkrnorgMiKm Identified under I above w« received by this International Depositary 
Authority A _ 
on 30.0L01 (date of original deposit) and a request to convert the 

ordinal deposit to a deposit under the Budapest Treaty wo* received by it on 
01/02/02 (date of receipt of request for conversion) 

V. INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 



Name: Russian National Collection 
of Industrial Microorganisms (VKPM) 

CosNIIgenctika 

Addros; Russia 113545 Moscow 
1 Dorozhny proefcd 1 



Signature (s) or pcrson(s) havina$|w — 
power to represert^the Tnternpfionai 

Depositary C&fi'&SCn 
Authority or authorized official^): 
Date; Siucoky S.P. 

OS 
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To 

Ajitiomoto Co., Int 



1-15-1 Kyoba$hl, Chuo-ku 

Tokyo 104-8315 

Japan 

name and address 
of depositor 
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pag« 14 

Budapest treaty on the international 
recognition of the deposit of microorganism? 
for the purposes or patent procedure 

INTERNATIONAL FORM 
receipt in the cajc of an original deposit 
Issued pursuant to Rule 7.1 by the 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 
identified a« the bottom of this page 



L IDENTIFICATION OP THE MICROORGANISM 



Identification reference given by the 
DEPOSITOR 

Escherichia coll 505 



Accession number given by the 
INTERNATIONAL! DEPOSITARY- 
AUTHORITY: 
9-8124 



ILSCIENTIFIC DESCRIPTION AND/OR PROPOSED TAXONONUC DESIGNATION 



The microorganism identified under I above Was accompanied by? 

a scientific description producer of L-ieuclne 

" a proposed taxonotnic designation 

(Mark with o cross where applicable) 



ill. RECEIPT AND ACCEPTANCE 



This International Depositary Authority accepts the microorganism identified under 1 above. 



which wds received by it on 14.05.01 



(date of original deposit) 



IV, RECEIPT OF REQUEST TOR CONVERSION 



The microorganism identified under I above was received by this International Depositary 
Authority 

da 14.05.01 (date oC original deposit) and a request to convert the 

original deposit to a deposit under the Rude pest Treaty was received by it on 
ul/W/02 (date of receipt of request for conversion) 



V- INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 



Name: Russian National Collection 
of Industrial Microorganism* (VKPM) 

GosNHgftnctlkQ 

Address: Russia 113545 Moscow 
I Dorozhny proexd 1 




Signature (s) of person(«) hawin^jbe^ 
power to rep research* Interactional 
Depositary N 
Authority or authorised official^): 
Date; SineoUy S.P. 
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To 

Aj inornate Co., Inc 



■ 

1-15-1 Kyob&shi. Chuo-ku 

Tokyo 104-8313 

Japan 

nam* and address 
of depositor 
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Budapest treaty on the inter national 
recognition of the deposit of microorganism* 
for the purposes of patent procedure 

INTERNATIONAL FORM 
receipt in the case of an original deposit 
issued pursuant to Rule 7.1 by the 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 
identified At the bottom of this page 
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I. IDENTIFICATION OF THE MICROORGANISM 



Identification reference given by the 
DEPOSITOR 

Escherichia coli 218 



Accession number given by tne 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY 
AUTHORITY: 
B.&135 



- C 



^SCIENTIFIC DESCRIPTION AND/OR PROPOSED TAXONOMIC DESIGNATION 



The mlcroorsanixm identified under I Above was accompanied by: 



CD 
I— 

m 

o 
O 

"D 

«< 



x a scientific description 
~~ a proposed wxonomie designation 
(Mark with a cross where applicable) 



producer of L-inctli ion in e 



HI. RECEIPT AiNI> ACCEPTANCE 

This International Depositary Authority accepts the microorganism identified under I above. 



which was received by it on 14,05,01 



(date of original deposit) 



IV. RECEIPT OF REQUEST FOR CONVERSION 



The microorganism identified under I above was received by tins International Depositary 

A on th u3s,01 (date or original deposit) and a request to convert the 

original deport to a deposit under the Budapest Treaty was received by -t on 
01/02/02 (date of receipt ot request for conversion) 



V. INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 



Name: Russian National Collection 
of Industrial Microorganism* (YKFiYl) 

CosNIIgcnctika 

Address: Russia 113545 Moscow 
1 Dorozhny proczd I 




Signature (s) of persouCs) hAVinj the 
power to reprint the Inifrrnaiional 
Depositary Cat^^D/^ 
Authority or authorized ol'ilcial(s): 
Dates Sineolty S.P. 

as/fl2/az 
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To 

AJlnomoto Co-» Inc 



1-15-1 Kyob«shi\ chuo-ku 
Tokyo 104-8315 
Japan 

name and address 
Of depositor 
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page 14 

Budapest treaty on the international 
recognition of the deposit of microorganisms 
for the purposed of patent procedure 

INTERNATIONAL FORM 
receipt in the case of an original deposit 
issued pursuant to Rule 7.1 by the 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 
Identified at the bottom of this page 



t IDENTIFICATION OF THE MICROORGANISM 



Identification reference gjven by the 
DEPOSITOR 

Escherichia cali 73 



Accession number given by the. 
INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY- 
AUTHORITY! 



^SCIENTIFIC DESCRIPTION AND/OR PROPOSED TAXONOMIC DESIGNATION 



The microorganism identified under I above was accompanied by: 



X a scientific description 

^ a proposed taxonomic designation 

(Mark with a cross where applicable) 



producer of L- methionine 



TTL RECEIPT AND ACCEPTANCE 



"This International Depositary Authority accepts the microorganism Idcntincd under I above, 

which was received fay it oft 14.05.01 (date of ordinal deposit) 

IV, RECEIFT OF REQUEST FOR CONVERSION 



The microorganism identified under 1 above was received by this International Depositary 
Authority 

on 14.05.01 (date of original deposit) and o request to convert the 

original deposit to a deposit under the Budapest Treaty was received by it oft 
01/02/02 (date of receipt of request for conversion) 



V. INTERNATIONAL DEPOSITARY AUTHORITY 



Name: Russian National Collection 
a find us trial Microorganisms (VKFM) 

GosNIIgenotika 

Address: Russia 1 13545 Moscow 
t Doro*hhy proegd 1 



Signature (s) of pcrso*>(s) havj 0fi _tbe 
power to repi^ri&ht the International 
Depositary cJk~*&&W 
Authority or authorized affieiaHs^ 
Date: Sincoky S,P. 

2/02 




